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From the Principal’s Desk
Dear Parents,

On behalf of the faculty and staff at Vissanji Academy, I am happy to welcome you to the 2015 -16 academic year!!!

Ms. Neeru Nayyer

We are looking forward to a productive partnership with you to ensure our children can achieve to their highest potential. We recognize
that in order to be successful in school, our children need support from both home and school. We know a strong partnership with you
will make a great difference in your child‟s education. As partners, we share the responsibility for our children‟s success and want you to
know that we always put children first.
We ask that you guide and support your child‟s learning by ensuring that he/she:
*Attends school daily and arrives on time, ready for the day‟s learning experience in its entirety
*Completes all homework assignments given by teachers
*Reads daily to develop a love for reading and to improve literacy skills
*Shares school experiences with you so that you are aware of their school life
*Knows that you expect him/her to succeed in school and prepare himself for a more challenging world.
The wonderful Vissanji faculty, staff and I feel privileged to be a part of this school family. We thank you for your support and look
forward to the new academic year.

Dear students, another year goes by and with great pride we
witness the metamorphosis that you students undergo every
year. We all witnessed new programmes and newer vision.
Through these programmes such as “design for change” we
saw you students shaping into confident individuals.

John. F. Kennedy rightly said “learning and leadership are
indispensable to each other”. It is only education which will
give you the foresight to distinguish right from wrong. It is
the learning you all gather from your families and your
teachers which will make you a leader in your own unique
way. Learning to become the right kind of leader too is
imperative. Learning to use influence and not authority is
what will make good leaders, out of you. After all its not the
cry but the flight of the wild duck which the flock follows.
Remember each one of you is special and great in your own
way, make sure you give yourselves opportunities to elicit
the novelty and greatness and lead by example.
All the very best for a great year!!!

Mr. Nimesh Vora
Vice Principal
Secondary
Section

Jamshedi Navroze is one of the three main festive days
in the Parsi Calendar. The others being Parsi New year
in August and Khordad Saal, the birthday of Zarathustra.
Navroze falls on March 21st, which is also Spring
Equinox. It is celebrated the world over in various
manifestations. It heralds the coming of Spring. In Iran it
is celebrated as a ten day celebration and is the one
Zoroastrian festival celebrated in an otherwise Islamic
country.
It is named Jamshedi Navroze, after the ancient
Sassanian King Jamshed, who proclaimed the day as the
start of the ancient Persian Calendar. Navroze is one of
the oldest known festivals of the Parsis. Navroze is one
of the most important festivals of the Parsis. In the past,
it was celebrated for 15 days but now it is observed for
only two days.
Although quite westernized in their life styles, Parsis are
traditionally rigid in thoughts. So they observe all the
rituals, prayers and modes of greetings as laid down in
their religion for celebrating NAVROZ which is their New
year.

Welcome dear children to the new academic year…….
Let’s pledge together to make it a year full of explorations and
learning! Many interesting events and activities are in store for
you with some new avenues to explore .Hope you will be active
participants and along with your teachers, accomplish the tasks
taken in hand.
Learning from each other is a natural way of picking up knowledge
and skills. As children and as adults we learn by observing others,
even more so by copying each other’s actions. Peer learning groups
do not have to be formally constructed, each one of us can create a
PL group where we identify and nurture our sources of learning.
While many of us do so naturally, it is more of a conscious effort
from others. Such groups are being supported by tech companies
such as Google and even by newspapers. Peer learning is not a
magic wand that resolves all problems but it does form the basis of
sustainable resolutions.

For breakfast on the day of Navroz two special dishes
are served. Ravo or Vermicili called Sev.
Throughout the day on this festival of Navroz, there is
much visiting of friends and relatives. Every visitor is
offered some sweet and a glass of "falooda" - a sweet
and chilled vermicelli and flavored with rose essence. In
all Parsi homes a silver tray is kept ready with roses,
coconuts and kumkum for `tilak'. Rose water is freely
sprayed on every visitor as he enters.
This is the time of rituals, prayers,
greetings,
exchanging,
gifts,
decorating
and
beautifying
the
houses.
Pezaan Dolasha - XA

As facilitators and parents we need to encourage and support the
whole group to improve themselves.
‘Just as a seed needs the right condition to
develop, sometimes all we need is a good
nurturing environment to bloom.’
Wishing you happy learning.

Ms. Minakshi Datta
Vice Principal Primary Section

Kushi Golecha - XC

What makes me special?
As I walk through the doors of my school watching
students pass by, I wonder what makes me so special. I
would hope the answer is obvious to those who know me.
Childhood is the most precious time of a person's life
when one is carefree, innocent and plays to his heart's
content. However, life for me, born with constrictional
bands on all limbs and a normal twin brother to compare
with, was somewhat different.
My family and my teachers give me the unconditional
love and support that acts as a motivational drive to
encourage myself to overcome my disability and reach
success.
I am me. No one knows me better than myself. Struggles
are inevitable, but we have various options on how to
react. I choose to view difficulties as opportunities.
Challenges excite me; I love to swim, solve Rubik’s cube
and play cricket.
My openness to opportunity and
positive attitude are my distinguishing
characteristics.

Liron D’Silva
VIII C

Positive Thinking is a way of life
Positive thinking is an optimistic state of mind, which sees the bright
side of life. A positive frame of mind brings more harmony and
happiness, improves relationships, attracts success into your life and
avoids negative thinking. A positive person anticipates happiness,
health and success, and believes he or she can overcome any
obstacle and difficulty. Positive thinking is not accepted by everyone.
Some consider it as nonsense, and scoff at people who follow it, but
there is a growing number of people, who accept positive thinking as
a fact, and believe in its effectiveness. To use it in your life, you need
more than just to be aware of its existence. You need to adopt the
attitude of positive thinking in everything you do.
Positive and negative thinking are contagious:
We affect, and are affected by the people we meet, in one way
or another. This happens instinctively and on a subconscious level,
through words, thoughts and feelings, and through body language.
Is it any wonder that we want to be around positive people,
and prefer to avoid negative ones? People are more disposed to
help us, if we are positive, and they dislike and avoid anyone
broadcasting negativity.
Negative thoughts, words and attitude, create
negative and unhappy feelings, moods and behavior.
When the mind is negative, poisons are released into
the blood, which cause more unhappiness and
negativity. This is the way to failure, frustration and Nidhi Surana
disappointment.
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PLAY TODAY…………

You say, you love your children
And are concerned they learn today
So are we …. ……………
That‟s why we are providing a variety and kinds of play.
You‟re asking me the value of blocks and other such play.
Your children are solving problems.
They will use that skill every day.
You‟re asking what‟s the value of letting your children play.
Your daughter‟s creating a tower.
She may be a builder someday.
You‟re saying you don‟t want your son
To play in that “Sissy” way?
He is learning to cuddle a doll.

He may be father someday.
You‟re questioning the activities
That they just look like useless play?
Your children are making choices.
They „ll be on their own someday.
You‟re worried your children aren‟t learning.
And later they‟ll have to pay?
They‟re learning a pattern of learning.
For they‟ll be learners always.

Mrs. Sudha Rao
Headmistress, PVNS
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