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We are in the last month of the year. December, the month of introspection of our achievements, our
failures, the difficulties we encountered, our happy moments and not so happy moments in 2019.
What is past is past. We cannot go back in time, but we can do everything to make a better tomorrow. Let
us continue our journey with positive thoughts. This reminds me of the lines from Robert Frost’s poem
Stopping by the Woods on a Snowy Evening - ‘But I have promises to keep and miles to go before I sleep’.
We must persevere to do our best in this journey of life.
Some important days in this month:
4th December - Indian Navy Day is celebrated in commemoration of
Operation Trident. This operation was launched by the Indian Navy
to retaliate the Pakistani aggression on India during 1971's IndoPakistan war. It was for the first time that an anti-ship missile was
used in the operation. The operation was conducted on the night of
December 4-5 and it inflicted heavy damage on Pakistani vessels.
India did not suffer any loss during the operation.
7th December - Indian Armed
Forces Flag Day - is celebrated every
year in India, with an objective to collect the funds from people for the
betterment of the Armed Forces staff just by selling Indian flags,
batches, stickers and other items.
Over the years, it has become a
tradition to commemorate this day as
an honour to the soldiers, sailors and airmen of India.
20th December - Winter Solstice or hibernal solstice, also known as
midwinter, occurs when one of the Earth's poles has its maximum tilt
away from the Sun.
25th December – Christmas, an annual festival commemorating the birth of Jesus Christ.
27th December is the birthday of our late Trustee Sir Hemant Vissanji.
Your birthday is here,
It is sad that you are not here.
Happy Birthday to you in Heaven, Sir.
You were a wonderful person with a golden heart,
When others needed help you always played your part.
Your memories will always remain in our hearts.
May the cherubim in heaven
Sing the most beautiful song on your birthday.
Wish you eternal peace and bliss.

Sir Hemant Vissanji

CHRISTMAS
Christmas is a festival that is always celebrated on 25th December and it also marks the
birth of Jesus Christ who came to Earth thousands of years ago to spread the message of Love and Peace.
During this festival there are a lot of games, competitions held in Churches and
Cathedrals followed by supper. People also decorate their houses with paper buntings, wall
hangings, elaborate artifacts and the special Xmas tree. They also throw a party for their friends
and cousins and have lots of fun during these days. The festival is celebrated by people all around
the world in various ways. During this festival there is a vacation in schools for fifteen days or
more. And everyone also remembers Jesus Christ and his lessons of life.
Freya Chheda ,5A
CHRISTMAS WISHES
Today I will tell you about my Christmas Wish.
My wish is not for toys or mobile phones. I want happiness in the whole world. No war, only
peace. This Christmas I want that all my friends should get a gift from their parents or from Santa
Claus. I have one more wish that my country should be proud of me.
Shaurya Mishra,3B
My Christmas wish is to go to a real Santa factory and meet the real Santa workers.
I also want to go to Kashmir, for ice skating and to play games.
I would buy a Santa costume, wear red shoes, put up a white beard and
I will give gifts to everyone.
I will pray to God that there should be happiness in their life.
I’ll go and help each and every person who needs help.
The things that I don’t need (which can be used) I will give it to poor people.
Aryan Khare, 3B
Wow! Its Christmas time again. The most awaited festival for one and all. I
love these days as it is also the time for my wish to be fulfilled!
During Christmas we see glee on everyone’s face. Jesus Christ’s Birthday is
celebrated with lots of zeal. People decorate houses, Christmas trees and
streets with lights, go for mass prayers to church, wear new clothes and feast
on variety of food with their family and friends
As I hear the jingles of Christmas, my heart gets elated and overjoyed to meet
Santa Claus!
This year my wish is to get a smart watch. It looks so cool!
Apart from its look, it is very useful too. It has many features like a mobile
phone. It is new and latest in the market.
Every year my wish is fulfilled. This year also my dream will
come true.
Jatan Thanki, 3B
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My Favourite thing about the Christmas season is the nice, cool and pleasant breeze.
We get Christmas holidays and receive gifts from Santa. I write letters to Santa about what type of gifts I
want. On Christmas day, we offer homemade cookies to all visitors. In the morning we get up and go to
Bandra church to attend Christmas prayers and worship Jesus Christ. When we reach home, we hang
stockings in which Santa puts our presents.
In the night, when I sleep I like to wrap myself in a warm and cosy blanket. I get to drink hot
chocolate and warm soup as it is cold. Many of my friends and family members have their
birthdays in this season, so I have a lots of fun. My parents take me to different places during
the vacation and I enjoy a lot.
Bhargavi Raykar,4C
MERRY CHRISTMAS
Time till December
What are you waiting for?
It is Christmas Eve
Let us have fun with glee.
Santa Claus is coming on his way
With gifts on his sleigh.
We will make pies with cherry
And wish everyone with merry.
Singing carols with delight

Lighting candles in the night.
Reindeers riding by in the moonlight.
Santa Claus gives us gifts with glee
When we decorate the Christmas tree.
Merry Christmas to all
Lets open our gifts in the hall.
Merry Christmas !!!
Ho! Ho! Ho!

Eshal, Anya, Ishika - 3A
Christmas is a wonderful festival,
For every Christian, it is a happy ritual.
The most famous person in this festival is Santa Claus,
But it is the birthday of Jesus Christ, which is the cause.
On Christmas, everyone is free,
To decorate a wonderful, glowing Christmas tree.
Children like gifts of their interest,
And they also help in spreading joy, without rest.
Christmas is in December, which is at the end of the year,
There is only jingling of bells and laughter to hear.
The only way to enjoy it fully is to be
Happy with each other,
And with your family and friends, all together.

AWAITING CHRISTMAS
We’ve been waiting for Christmas,
All year long.
As we drink hot coffee,
And sing a song.
During Christmas
We get many calls,
From family and all.
My favourite person has a long
beard,
and wears a red hood.
He has no flaws,
As he is Santa-Claus.

Trust me, this season will be a lot of fun,
Merry Christmas to everyone!
Hrithika Virkud 5B

Dhruvi Rege and Mohak Mittal, 5B

IF I COULD GIVE A GIFT TO THE WORLD THEN WHAT WOULD IT BE?
If I could give a gift to the world then it would be the gift of equality. Some people differentiate between a
girl and a boy, rich and the poor. Also some differentiate based on religions or countries, because of this
thinking of people it causes wars, flights and violence.
I hate to hear this thinking of certain people. I do not understand why they think that way.
Everybody has forgotten the bigger religion of humanity and due to these things in certain rural areas there
are schools only for boys.
We have to stop all this by taking small steps. Keeping positive thoughts and clear minds, let
us make the world a better place.
Krisha Chindarkar, 5B
It’s the year of 2019; our world is facing a great danger. There is mass extinction of species. The world
is getting warmer, natural disasters are increasing, level of pollution in air is increasing and fresh
breathable air is reducing. So this year I have decided to give a special gift to the world. The best gift to my
mother earth that I would give is trees and more trees.
I would give this gift of trees to the earth by planting lots of trees. Every year many trees are cut down
because of which we are facing climate change and as a result, global warming. Human beings are getting
infected with harmful diseases like Cancer, Asthma etc. because of breathing in the toxic gases which
otherwise get absorbed by the trees. Cutting of trees is also causing natural disasters like earthquakes,
tsunamis etc. to occur. Also the water levels are rising day by day due to the melting of glaciers.
Trees give us oxygen and fresh air to breathe. More the trees on this earth the more safe
we are and the more are our chances of survival.
Hence I would spread this message of planting trees to everyone by planting trees myself
and this would be my loving gift to Mother Earth.
Sanika Kuruvilla, 5B
“It's not how much we give but how much love we put into giving. “Festivals are all about being
happy and spreading happiness all around us. This was said by Mother Teresa to remind us that Christmas
is not only about getting new gifts and about buying new things in the name of Santa; it is about the ‘Joy of
Giving’. Remember the story of St. Claus - he became the true Santa for the needy, to give what the person
needed and not what they wanted. We should learn to work on our needs and love the art of donation.
Over the past few years life has been becoming busy even on Christmas Day, as people think that
they have the work of decorating the house, buying stuff, bringing decorations and gifts for our guests etc.
Some people think it’s a business, so they even started making readymade cookies, and providing labourers
to do decors but this should stop. People in the family put up the decorations, make cookies and decorate
the Christmas trees together they have more family fun and teamwork.
We always say ‘new year, new start’. So in that way we can make many new
improvements. We can make a new start by giving back to the needy. That is the real way of
celebrating Christmas. This Christmas let’s celebrate togetherness and also enjoy the joy of
giving and bringing smiles on many more faces.
Viraj Singhania -6B

GOLDEN MEMORIES OF CHILDHOOD
Those golden memories of childhood
still etched in my mind,
Too good and true to just be left behind.
Sitting at home all day long,
till mother calls out, "Go out and play, run along."
'Till the sky is dark, we used to play
With toys, dolls and even clay
Then at night mother tucks me into bed
and ends a story with, "Good night, the end."

Moynaa Kothari - 7B

AN UNFORGETTABLE CHRISTMAS GIFT
"The anchor had a good sense of humour" ... said my father. "Yeah, but was too sarcastic, all the time",
was my mother's immediate response. It was 11:30 p.m., the driver arrived with our car and all three of us
got in the car. The electrifying party was over and all of us had a whale of a time. It was a Christmas eve
and the three of us had received fascinating gifts from Mr. and Mrs. Shenoy, the hosts of the party.
On our way back home we saw that the entire area was lit up with dazzling lights and was sparkling in the
sensation of Christmas. The trees in the surroundings personified enthusiasm and the street lights were like
a band of stars, waiting for the celebrations to begin . We were listening to melodious songs and Christmas
carols, on our way back home. Suddenly, I saw a family of beggars sitting on a footpath. Nights had become
colder in Delhi as winters had dawned in the city. It was bitter cold and the family was shivering in
sufferance of the atrocities of its fate as well as the weather.
The entire city was in a festive mood, while these people on footpath were longing for basic needs, some
comfort and warmth of warm clothes. I told my father about them and my father immediately asked the
driver to stop the car, and approached them. The poor family comprised five people, who were headed by
a rough looking man, wearing ragged clothes and the youngest member was a girl named Rinky. My father
asked him, how they managed to live without proper warm clothes in the chilly weather. My father felt
extremely compassionate on seeing their condition. Just then, he got an idea in his mind. He immediately
promised them that, the next day their condition will slightly improve to face the wrath of the weather, as
Santa Claus will visit them.
My father told me that, he will buy few blankets and sweaters to protect them from biting cold. As soon as
the twilight dawned upon the holy day of Christmas, my father and I went to the same spot, where we had
met the poor family the previous day. I dressed up as Santa Claus. Rinky, saw my father and had a wide
smile on her face symbolizing recognition. She called all her family members, who became overwhelmed.
Rinky's father got teary eyed as we handed him the sweaters and blankets. He opened the bag of the first
blanket and wrapped it around Rinky, to comfort her in the murky fog of Delhi. The joyous look, which they
gave us moved us and we wished them 'Merry Christmas' with a smiling face. They thanked us profusely
and before we left, I felt a warm touch on my hand. It was the little girl Rinky with Godly smile. She had a
twinkle in her eyes, which bespoke her gratefulness and belief in Santa Claus.
On my way back home, I was looking outside the windshield to all the houses decorated and
glistening in the spectacle of Christmas, and thinking about the whole experience. I was also
wondering about my Christmas gift. That was, when I realized that I had already received my
gift. The feeling of compassion, the family's joyous and heart-warming expression, the lesson of
philanthropy learnt from my father and the smile of Rinky were my real Christmas Gifts.
Vaishnavi Singh-9B

THE DIVA
One of the most sanguine memories from my childhood days, depicted the moon shining brightly against
the windowpane, an enormous fluffy pullover was wrapped around my scrawny frame, a cup of warm milk
with a packet of biscuit near my bedside and finally an old edition of 'Robinson Crusoe' in my hands, which I
had been reading intently till two a.m. Little did I know that the next day is going to be one of the most
memorable days of my life.
I jumped out of my bed hurriedly and ran across the hallway, with disheveled hair. It was my darling
mother's birthday. I wished her a 'Happy Birthday' in a singsong voice and started my day on a cheerful
note, I absolutely loved birthdays! But at that time I was a young child, I wanted all the attention on me
constantly, which might have been very annoying for my family, but they managed to keep their calm. As
the evening approached my mother came back from her workplace. I started to turn green with envy. I
pondered over the thought that my family never decorated the house so grandly on my special day as they
did on mothers. I was heartbroken when I saw a dozen of gifts wrapped in a shiny wrapper for her, again I
started to feel dissatisfied and jealous. Oh, what a silly child I had been.
My mother looked stunning as she walked out from her room to greet her guests. After some pleasantries,
the time came to cut the most-awaited birthday cake. When I glanced at the giant three-tiered
extravaganza, I was envious. I pushed through the crowd and huffed in a bratty manner. When it was the
time to cut the cake, I threw a tantrum. The six- year old me puffed and roared and produced big, fat tears
in an instant. I wanted to cut that paradise of a cake, and my mind was set for it. I angrily glared at
everyone and shouted, pouring out such ridiculous phrases like, 'it’s my birthday, not hers'. I hogged as
much attention as I possibly could have but I was not satisfied. In the end, I had cut the cake, singlehandedly threw tantrums, howl if not pleased enough and had gathered all the gifts in my room. Indeed, I
was on a ninth cloud with all of the sixteen big gifts that I had embraced around me.
The incident embarrasses me till this day, for behaving in such a spoiled and rude manner, but I am grateful
that my family members especially my mother tolerated my behaviour and temporarily gave her gifts to
me. But now I realise how tedious it is to handle a child, after growing up since my younger years.
As I am growing up, things don't necessarily go in the way I want or had expected that to go and
also that everything can't be how I want it to be, but I have come to terms with it now. It was one
of the most nights of my life, when I had let the little devil in me set free, but still managed to
have a great time with my loved ones and ate huge portions of butterscotch cake. But I continue
to love birthdays even after this sequence which was one of the disastrous and scandalous that
had taken place.
Sanskriti - 9A
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THE UNPARALLELED EXPRESSIONS OF JOY OF GIVING
It’s Christmas time once again! The month of December is euphoric with cold winter and the Christmas
festive season- Christmas wreaths, carols, stars, caps, crib, the wishes being hung on Christmas tree
awaiting for Santa Claus to grant the same and all the possible decorations one could ever imagine. But is
this the real Christmas celebration?
Christmas, as we all know, is celebrated worldwide to commemorate the birth of Jesus Christ.
It’s also the time when we celebrate the joy of giving and sharing. We share our joy with others in terms of
gifts, food and money. But is that all? Well, I feel that the concept of the joy of giving and sharing should
not be limited only within the material concepts. The connotation can even be in the form of smile, caring
and the like which we unknowingly limit within ourselves.
A hearty greeting to anybody whom we meet can bring positive vibes not only to us but also to the other
person. This is a unique form of giving something to a person thus bringing and spreading joy to others.
Often, we forget to smile at our own family members as we are busy in our daily life. We forget to share
our joy within our hearth and home. There might be our grandparents who might be just eagerly waiting
for our company, but we don’t have time to spend with them. Visiting them during festive days and buying
expensive things and gifting them is not the real joy of giving. The real joy of giving lies in giving our time to
our family members when they need it the most.
We also feel the joy when we give our love and warmth to our environment as well. The nature, the birds,
the animals around- they all deserve our care and love. The bountiful wealth that we enjoy from Nature is
not in tantamount with the care that we give in return. How many of us have felt the need for quenching
the thirst of animals and birds which we see around us? Enjoy the enigmatic experience when we give a
bowl of water to a thirsty bird or animal (like a street dog) as it comes and satiates its thirst. This too, is a
form of joy of giving.
The joy of giving can also be expressed in the form of forgiveness. When you forgive somebody for their
deeds, you are sharing your love as well as you are caring for the other person as well.
We can bring changes in our society if we nurture the art of giving. There are innumerable ways of giving
and caring. Let every thought, act and deed of ours be done to bring life and essence in our fellow beings.
We are born with a purpose. Let our lives be glowing examples for everyone by bringing a change in their
lives.
English Department

Art by Sharva Navarange, 7C

ANNUAL DAY 2019
One of the most awaited events The Annual Day was celebrated on 20th December. Our students
portrayed their talents in front of their parents and dignitaries. The chief guest was Mrs. Deanna Martis, a
pioneer teacher of our school from the year 1963 .She retired in 2000.Her passion and love for teaching
bonded her in a special relationship with her students. The theme of the Annual Day was ‘Navarasa’ (Nine
Emotions).

FOUNDER’S DAY
Founder’s day is the most important day in our School Calendar. It is celebrated in memory of Late Trustee
Sir Mathuradas Vissanji. He was an eminent industrialist and a philanthropist. He was also a pioneer
educationist who established a trust to educate girls. He unfortunately passed away on 22nd December
1949. His cherished dream was fulfilled by his son Sir Pratapsinh who laid the foundation of Vissanji
academy and since 1963 it has been an abode of learning. In 1988, the school functioned as a coeducational school
We owe a deep gratitude to Sir Mathuradas Vissa nji and honour him on this day.
On 23rd December we had a Mel Jol. Asha Kiran students and their teachers were invited. The children had
a fun filled day with our students playing various games on the ground. They enjoyed the yummy meals
served in the school canteen .Finally it was time to bid good bye to them with a parting gift to each child.
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CHRISTMAS BRAIN TEASERS
The elves and reindeer are getting ready for a meeting with Santa. 14 of them have arrived. If they have
38 legs between them, how many reindeer are at the meeting and how many elves are at the meeting?
Each elf can wrap 1 gift in one minute. How many gifts can 5 elves wrap in three minutes?
Four friends, Tom, Lisa, Braydon and Peta give each other Christmas Cards. If each one of them gives
out a card to each of their friends, how many Christmas Cards are given out altogether? How many
cards would be given out if 7 friends each give each other Christmas cards?
Jenni and Marcus are wrapping Christmas gifts. Jenni has wrapped 5 more than Marcus. Together they
have wrapped 17 gifts. How many gifts has Marcus wrapped?
Henry and Liza are decorating the Christmas tree. Henry took half of the decorations out of the box and
put them on the tree. Liza took half of the remaining decorations and put them on the tree. Then there
were 3 decorations left. How many decorations were in the box to begin?
The Snowmen and Snowwomen are comparing their heights. Frosty, Snow White, Jack Frost and Snow
Flake are lining up in order from shortest to tallest. Frosty is not the tallest or the shortest. Snow White
is taller than Jack Frost and Snow Flake. Jack Frost is shorter than Frosty. Jack Frost is not the shortest.
In what order are they standing?

Brain Teaser Answers
1. 9 elves and 5 reindeer
2. 15 gifts
3. 12 cards, 7 friends – 42 cards
4. Marcus – 6 gifts
5. 12 Decorations
6. Snow Flake, Jack Frost, Frosty, Snow White

In January 2020….






School Reopens – 2nd January 2020
Sub Juniors Kite Making Competition – 14th January 2020
Seniors Historical Speech Competition –24th January 2020
Std 10 Farewell – 24th January 2020
Republic Day & Investiture Ceremony – 26th January 2020
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