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WAVES

THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF VISSANJI
ACADEMY
ONLY FOR PRIVATE CIRCULATION.

Our excited Vissanjiites are back on campus after the break,
recharged and rejuvenated as we move on to the new academic
year with new promises, fresh energy and renewed spirit.
The school reached another glorious milestone and our hearts
swell with immense pride as we step into our Diamond Jubilee
Year. And the journey continues...

We are excited to welcome our new Principal, Ms
Alice Barretto, who joined us in June. She brings
with her new ideas and perspectives, and we
look forward to working with her for the
betterment of the school.
We are also excited to announce the new Section
Coordinators! The Secondary section headed by
Ms. Greta Oommen, the Primary Section headed
by Ms. Maulina Kamani and the Pre-Primary
Section (PVNS) headed by Ms. Tashia
Mascarenhas.

Mrs. Alice Barretto

Ms. Greta Oommen

Ms. Maulina Kamani

Ms.Tashia
Mascarenhas

ICSE 2022 Results
We are immensely thrilled to announce the
spectacular results achieved by our students of
the ICSE batch 2022.

I.C.S.E. 2022 RESULT
NO. OF STUDENTS APPEARED : 94
NO. OF STUDENTS PASSED : 94

With the Best of 5 (subjects)
option, we have
Ms Pavithra Achar-All India
Ranker 2 scoring a 99.6%

The Topper in School is Ms Vedika
Gupta- with an overall of 99%
inclusive of 6 subjects and who is
also All India Rank 3 scoring a
99.4% with the Best of 5
(subjects) option.

HIGHEST PERCENTAGE : 99%
SCHOOL AVERAGE PERCENTAGE : 87.04%
Percentage

No. of students

90% - 100%

45

80% - 89%

33

70% - 79%

13

60% - 69%

1

50% - 59%

2

This is the best performance by any cohort of Vissanji students
so far. Despite the challenges posed by the pandemic, they have
worked with resilience and performed exceptionally well.
These results exemplify their efforts and hard work, just as
much as it illustrates the dedication and commitment of our
teachers. Heartiest congratulations to the students, parents
and teachers on this commendable achievement.

DIAMOND JUBILEE
THE LATEST NEWS AND UPDATES

Vissanji Academy started as a girls’ school with only thirty-eight students ???and seven
teachers on 6th June, 1963. The late Mrs. Manek Mody was appointed as the first
Principal of the school. In the year 1988, the school welcomed the boys into its fold under
the banner of ‘Sir Mathuradas Vissanji Boys Academy’. In the 90s, the two schools were
merged as a co-ed school under the unified banner of ‘Lady Ratanbai and Sir Mathuradas
Vissanji Academy’. Since then the school has flourished and grown by leaps and bounds.
6th June 1963, will forever be a memorable day in the history of Vissanji Academy. It was
on this day, 59 years ago, that the then Minister of Education, Honorable Shri Shantilal
Shah inaugurated the school building. 59 years later, on the same date, L.R.& S.M.
Vissanji Academy celebrated its Diamond Jubilee. The ceremony was commemorated by
the school band, and we welcomed two teachers who had seen the school since its
inception - Mrs. Deanna Martis and Mrs. Maneck Patel as our chief guests.
Then, the two teachers walked us down memory lane by sharing with us their experiences
about working at our school. The pride in their voices reverberated throughout the
auditorium. They recounted our school's journey to greatness; from an academy of 38
students to a co-ed school of 2000 students.
At the end, Madam Maneck Patel led us through a rousing rendition of the school anthem the same one she composed sixty years ago! The two chief guests were then gifted saplings
by our honorable Principal Mrs. Alice Barretto.
Afterwards, the entire school gathered on the school grounds where helium-filled balloons
supporting our school banner were released into the air as a sign of remembrance. A tree
was planted by our Chief Guests which is now visible on our school grounds. The
celebration came to an end with an enthusiastic recitation of the national anthem.
Today, the combined efforts and resolute vision of the late Mr. Hemant Vissanji and Mrs.
Arati Vissanji have seen the academy through many milestones of success. Since its
inception, Lady Ratanbai and Sir Mathuradas Vissanji Academy has stood tall.
We are all proud to be Vissanjiites and blessed to be part of this school.

Inaugurating the revamped Computer Lab and
Staff Room

With Trustee, Mrs. Arati Vissanji

Online Chat Meet
As our School entered its Jubilee Year, there were quite a few extra-curricular and co-curricular
activities in the pipeline. One such event was an online chat session with an alumnus of the 1971 batch,
Dr. Jyotshana Prajapat.
Date: 9th July 2022
Platform: Google Meet
The online event was conducted for the students of class VIII to encourage them to gain confidence and
overcome certain difficulties pertaining to various subjects, specifically mathematics. Besides the
students, the session was also attended by the mathematics teachers of the school.
Dr. Jyothshana Prajapat, currently a Professor at the Department of Mathematics at the University
of Mumbai, discussed the importance of Mathematics in everyday life by sharing how mathematical angles
are used even by artists while painting a portrait (Monalisa painting, Escher art). She also shared her
childhood memories on the subject and the methods she devised to overcome her difficulties.
The session was engaging and fruitful, and concluded with a Q&A session where students asked
questions as to how they could overcome their fear of exams and avoid silly mistakes.

Heavenly Showers
The month of June has begun,
Hurry up monsoon.
Beat the heat,
Wet the street.
Eagerly waiting for
The rainy showers,
The blooming flowers.
Decorate the earth with greenery,
Like beautiful scenery.
All around
The breezy air,
Colourful raincoats and umbrellas everywhere.
The hopping grasshopper,
The rainy worms,
The scary thunderstorms,
Love them all.
Beautiful heavenly waterfall.
Yet, I pity the clogged roads,
The tiny houses that erode.
Pray to you Almighty,
Let the Monsoon last here.
Without any disaster.
Kavya Agarwal
3B

The Mango Tree
When I was a baby,
There was a mango tree.
Not a big and shining one,
Not a small one either.
It was just a tree,
Sick and weak, fainted and pale.
It was tired, just like me,
I used to go to the window and stare at it.
It smiled at me.
We talked about many things for hours,
It completed me.
I wonder why it is in a prison,
Kept between other big trees.
There were many other trees,
Trees of flowers and fruits
To me, they were killing the mango tree.
One cold winter morning,
When I woke up from a beautiful dream,
I looked outside in the garden,
The mango tree was gone.
Died in a cold winter night,
All alone…
Sometimes I wonder why….
Why do all good things die?
Vihaan Vadodaria
4B

ENVIRONMENT AWARENESS
June, the month that celebrates our beautiful environment, has finally arrived! From
the World Environment Day on 5th June to the all-important World Oceans Day on
8th June and much more, this month is filled with numerous events.
We have always learnt and heard that our environment is priceless and that
we should conserve it for future generations. But have you ever wondered why we
are urged to do this? It is because of the fact that our environment is dying, which is
unfortunately true. That means we have to do everything in our power to stop the
human race from dying out just like the dinosaurs did centuries ago. We are dependent
on it, directly or indirectly, whether we realize it or not. If we look around us we will
notice that ninety percent of the things around us are made of materials provided by
nature.
The environment does not just consist of trees and plants but also of ores, minerals
and other materials which are used by humans on an extremely large scale daily.
Plants also provide us with our lifeline, oxygen. We are quite used to taking things
given to us for granted and wasting them unnecessarily, not knowing how valuable
they are. Earth is the only known planet which has a living ecosystem and we should
appreciate that our species were able to exist in it for ages now. Every day, we see
news about the depletion of the ozone layer, spike in global warming and rising sea
levels due to the melting glaciers.
You may have noticed that a lot of cafes and restaurants are now using paper
straws instead of plastic straws to save the turtles in the sea. The most important
measures to take are the three R’s —- REDUCE, REUSE and RECYCLE. We should say
no to plastic cutlery, bags, bottles and sanitary products and instead use reusable
ones which will not only help save the environment but also help save hard-earned
money.
All in all, we should try our best to save the environment not only for us but also our
future generations.
Moyna Kothari
XC

Field trip to Nalanda Public School

Our students with the Principal of Nalanda Public School, Ms. Khanna and Mr. Vishnu

On 9th July, 2022, 18 students of the Science Club accompanied by two teachers, Ms Sindhu and Mr Vishnu from the Science
department, visited a terrace farm set up by the students of Nalanda Public School, Mulund East.
Ms. Jayashree and Ms. Samira, faculty at Nalanda Public School, brought the curriculum to life in an inspiring way. The two
experts gave us insightful information about the various plants on display which included sugarcane, papaya, sunflower,
sesame, tapioca, sweet potato, pomegranate, cucumber, moringa, mimosa and many more.
The process of making ‘Jeevamrut’, an organic fertilizer made by mixing together cow dung, cow urine, chickpea flour, jaggery
and some water, was demonstrated by the gardeners of the school. The students observed how it was being done and had
their queries answered by the gardeners.
The students also learnt about the solar power plant that was placed on the terrace of the school and also learned about
the e-waste collection centre and the milk bag collection centre at the school.
The Principal of Nalanda Public School, Mrs. Khanna, interacted with the students and encouraged them to implement all that
they had learnt there and to contribute towards building a healthier and sustainable future.

L'harmonie Du Ciel
Have you ever thought, in your free time,
The way we are looked after by our parents
Who looks over the earth, trees and the birds
that cry?
I think it's the moody and beautiful sky.
The sky is a parent, a mother, a guardian,
It has its own mood, that facilitates the
musicians.
With music and lyrics and melody galore,
let me enlist its moods that we all adore.
The sky is painted in navy blue ,
It's getting ready for a new day in the queue.
And as the sun accompanies the sky,
Shining with the golden pride of a Samurai ..
Soon it is bright blue with clouds all white,
They look like candy and bunnies and steatite.
The sky is saturated with orange extract,
When the sun sets dramatically with the impact.
The pastel hues of purple-pink orange and yellows
is a painting scene where love overflows.
And as the sky is adorned by the pinks,
We hear the birds chirp from their kinks.
There is red in the sky's contour,
When she represents anger, vigour and valour.
Soon the mood is calm and peaceful,
For the blue hues home the clouds like wool.
And as the blackness envelopes the sky,
it hides many secrets from the moon on the high.
As the musician's melody rings in the silence,
the sky continues watching over, granting its
essence.
The sky's love goes on and on and on,
It stretches over a colossal length watching like
the alerion.
Shruti Iyer
9C

My Science Experiment
Today I am talking about an activity
conducted during our chemistry class on
Physical and Chemical Changes. Our
teacher assigned an experiment to every
student in the class. I was assigned the
burning of an incense stick, I felt that this
task was too simple, so with the
permission of my teacher I changed it to
finding the PH level of everyday
substances to know their acidity or
basicity as it helps us know about the
right amount of things to add or find out
right mixtures together. I conducted this
experiment using PH paper as it tells us
how acidic or how basic a substance is. I
enjoyed myself a lot while conducting this
experiment as I learned many things
pertaining to it, as my teacher would
correct me when I made a wrong
statement. I thank all my readers for
reading this short, yet memorable
activity of mine.
Meherzad Mody
8A

An Ode to The Knee
It connects your leg,
Makes your leg feel free,
It is the most important joint of your leg,
It is the knee.
You can even bend down,
And your leg the knee will support,
When you bend down,
Your knee acts like a fort.
Your knee is a border,
That connects your thigh and your calf.
It helps you walk to your food,
So that you don't starve.
Without your knee your leg would fall apart,
You wouldn't be able to walk or run,
Your world would fall apart,
And your life would be no fun.
Aryan Khare
6B

Kindness
Ohh! Would you mind,
Don't turn to the world so blind,
Leave selfishness behind,
Let's do good for mankind.
Let me do remind,
It's not easy to find,
though It's easy to be kind,
Kindness in our souls enshrined.
Kindness is a magic
that brings happiness to the deprived.
For, many who were lost
and edgy, have survived.
So how! You have eyes,
and yet live life in blindness?
let's try to harvest the magic of
random acts of kindness.

There is no substitute to hard work
It is an undoubted fact that hard work is the key
to success. If you want to do well in studies, you
must work hard, if you want to be the best
athlete of your school, you must run faster. If
you wish to be remembered as the best student
of the school, you must put in more effort. Right
through the ages, we find that great men and
women worked hard to achieve success. Edison,
who invented the light bulb, worked twenty-one
hours a day. The word 'rest' did not exist in
Mahatma Gandhi's dictionary. Indira Gandhi
worked tirelessly for our nation. So if you want
to fulfill your ambition, work hard and do not be
afraid of failure. Failure is nothing but an
opportunity for you to try again - maybe a bit
harder this time. You should make full use of your
talents and remember there is no shortcut to
success. Success can only be achieved by hard
work. Success is ninety nine percent perspiration
and one percent inspiration.
Mitali Parikh
5B

Rudra Chalke
3A
A Visit to a Bookshop
I am a book lover. I enjoy reading books in my free time.
It's my favourite pastime. So last weekend my parents
took me to a bookshop named Crossword. I was excited as
I knew I would be spending a lot of time there.
It was a huge air conditioned area with many sections
and several shelves. Each shelf had many books. There
were different sections with different genres of books.
The bookshop was silent. The readers were deeply
engrossed in reading books. I was attracted to the
educational games section. I found some interesting board
games that would enhance my knowledge. I came across
my friends who were also book lovers like me. Oh what fun
it is to read books with my friends! They introduced me to
new books which I loved reading.
I wanted to buy many books but couldn't. I was happy
with the books I had selected and was eager to read
them. I always look forward to visiting the bookshop as it
is my favourite place.

Dhruvi Rege
8C

Preetha Gajjar
5B

June 2022

EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

YOGA DAY CELEBRATIONS

Middle School Science Quiz

21st June is celebrated as ‘International Yoga Day’
and in the true spirit of meditation, our school
participated in the day wholeheartedly. All the
students had assembled in the auditorium to perform
the different asanas. There were quite a few asanas
performed in this session.

The Science faculty conducted a middle school
science quiz on the 24th of June to encourage
students to expand their general scientific
knowledge and gain deeper insights into the
field. The quiz was attended by our Principal,
Mrs. Alice Barretto, our Secondary
Coordinator, Ms. Greta Ommen and the
teachers and students of grades 6 and 7.

We started with the Sukhasana (easy pose) which is a
comfortable, cross-legged, seated position, and one of
the most basic poses used in yoga practice and
meditation. Then, we performed Trikonasana (Triangle
pose); a pose that helps in reducing stress, increasing
stability, strengthening and lengthening the spine, and
opening the hips and shoulders.
Next, we did the Utakatasana (chair pose). This asana
strengthens the muscles of the arms and legs, and it
also stimulates the diaphragm and heart. After that,
we performed the Paschimottanasana (Seated
forward bend pose). This pose stretches the spine,
shoulders, and hamstrings. It also stimulates the liver,
and kidneys, and can help improve digestion.
Finally, we meditated for a while to compose ourselves
- which is the most important part of yoga. Meditation
helps improve focus and concentration, improves selfawareness and self-esteem, lowers level of stress and
anxiety, and fosters kindness. It also has benefits on
our physical health, as it can improve our tolerance
for pain and help fight substance addiction.
At the end of this session, all the students were
feeling relaxed mentally as well as physically. Though
International Yoga Day is just one day in tribute to
yoga, it is a practice that we should all follow for a
few minutes every single day. It helps us gain control
of our mind, body and health, and help achieve
whatever we would like to achieve in life. If we start
practicing yoga from this day on and make it a part of
our daily regimen, we will soon see the change within
ourselves.

A total of 5 rounds were conducted with
Jokang House emerging as the winners and
Sera House Ist Runner up.
The Principal spoke about the importance of
general knowledge, developing the strength to
answer mental ability questions and
encouraged the students to participate in
future competitions.
The programme ended with a vote of thanks by
Ms. Prajakta (HoD).

World Music Day
Every year ‘World Music Day’ is celebrated on 21st
June to promote music on an international level and
is a fun way to establish global harmony through
music. At Vissanji, our budding musician, Aaron
Quadros of IX B, played the guitar, and children from
classes VI and VII sang melodiously to the tunes of
'Waving Flag' to observe the day.

PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION
There was a PTA meet held on Saturday 25th June 2022. This meeting was comparatively different.
The Members were placed into three Committees as follows:
the Academic Committee headed by Nidhi Khatod CR 9A,
the Transport & Sport Committee led by Henna Shroff CR 9B and
the Hospitality Committee headed by Anusha Iyer CR 9C.
Henceforth, the members will be functioning by their identified role, in coordination with the Vice President of the
PTA, Lubna Murarka.

Yoga Day activity

Pictionary activity
Pre-primary

How Table Tennis Changed My Life
My father was a good table tennis player. I often used to go with him to
the club and watch him play. I was inspired by his game and decided to take
up table tennis. I started my journey at the age of five.
However, after six months I stopped practising or playing the game as my
coach only made me practise wall-tapping and balancing. But, I started to
feel that something was missing in my life and felt the need to start
playing table tennis once again. I resumed playing at the age of six and
have continued it till date.
Many things have changed in my life after that. Before playing table
tennis, I led a free life. I used to come home from school, sleep, just
complete my homework and while away my time. But now things have
drastically changed. I lead a disciplined life with a proper routine. I come
home from school, complete my homework, go for my practice, come back
home and then sleep. I have won many medals and trophies because of my
hard work.
I am also grateful to my parents for taking time out to accompany me for
my coaching, training and travelling with me for my matches. They also
help me balance my studies so that I can continue my passion.
All I have to say is, 'If you work hard, nothing can stop you from achieving
your dreams and goals.'
Myraa Sangelkar
5B

Runner-Up (Silver Medal) in the under 11 Category
and the Semi-Finalist (Bronze Medal) in the Under
13 Category at the Mumbai District Table Tennis
tournament.

ADIOS

Saying goodbye is one of the most difficult things in life. With a heavy heart, we bade adieu to our former Principal, Girija
Ma'am, and one of our senior teachers, Ms Roshni in the month of June.

The corridors of the school feel empty without Girija Ma'am.
A Fond Adieu to Girija Ma’am
Our days began with her warm 'Good Morning' at the
entrance, where she greeted each one of the teachers and A truly great Principal is hard to find, difficult to
students personally.
part with, and impossible to forget and we saw
those words come alive through our dear
An epitome of grace and elegance, she
ex-Principal, Girija Ma’am.
was a true leader who led by example. She was constantly
multitasking and was actively involved in everything related
She was the kind of
to school, be it the daily activities, celebration of special
Principal who showed us where to look but
days or competitions, following covid protocol during the never told us what to see, allowing us to explore
pandemic, conducting vaccination drives, maintaining
for ourselves. Her involvement in our school
discipline, using the right language or ways of improving
activities, from organizing environmental
teaching and learning in the school.
awareness campaigns to participating in
morning assemblies, always made us feel
She formed a personal connect with the students and
connected.
teachers alike, creating a positive school culture. She was
committed to the school's success. Her presence created
She actively encouraged us to work
an impact on every part of the school! Her ability to adapt
on our language skills and proper behavior
and innovate shone through as we went from physical
which contributed to our overall development
classes to online, and back again offline.
and we are grateful to have had her as
someone to look up to.
Any mention of Girija Ma'am would be incomplete without
referring to her efforts at improving the quality of the
Our wholesome
children's handwriting. She believed that there‘s something
interactions with her are fond memories that
incredibly powerful about making your mark on paper.
remain with us for life and her gracious
presence will forever be missed.
Her impact will always remain with us—even after we utter
that simple, yet hard to say two-syllable word, goodbye. Au Thank you Girija Ma’am for always guiding us to
Revoir, Girija Ma'am! Here's to new beginnings and a
the right path and being such a memorable
wonderful life! We wish you a beautiful journey.
Principal.
You will stay
in our hearts as we continue to honour your legacy.

Shazmecka
10 A

Tourist Leaflet on Lesser-Known Places of Maharashtra - Velas
Velas is on the western coast of India in the Ratnagiri district of Maharashtra. It is famous for Eco-tourism and
especially for its turtle festival.
The turtle festival is held so as to spread awareness and even gain knowledge of this extinct creature. The
initiative was taken by the nature conservationists of the area to save this species.
Best time to visit this place is from October to March.
Besides the beautiful sea beach, there are other places to visit such as Bankot Fort, Harihareshwar and
Suvarnadurg fort. Also surrounded by the Arabian sea on one side and the Sahyadri ranges on the other.

Information taken from the internet.

Coming Up Next
8th August - G.K. Quiz Competition (Juniors)
15th August - Independence Day Celebrations & Felicitation of ICSE Toppers (90% and above) in remembrance
of our Beloved Trustee, Shri Hemant P Vissanji
17th August - Origami Activity (Sub Juniors)
18th August - Mock Parliament (Classes 8 to 10)
30th August - Fair-Re-Tell
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Down
1. There was a rumour that
Antonio's ships sank in the ___
2. Bassanio and Gratiano gave away their___
3. Who wrote the play?
4. Who is Jessica to Shylock?
8. Portia's handmaiden.
9. Antonio's intolerance towards Jews is known as
12. Which chest contained Portia's portrait?
13. The setting of Act 4, Scene 1.
16. The name of the wealthy heiress.
17. Antonio never lent money with ___
20. Nerissa dressed up as a ___
21. What religion was Bassanio?
25. Antonio's best friend
26. The amount of flesh Shylock was owed,

Across
5. "but above your ___ you did not rise"
6. Shylock's closest friend
7. "If you prick us, do we not ___"
10. Antonio and Shylock signed a ____
11. The city where Portia lives.
14. The Shakespearean word for dog is ___
15. Shylock's religion
18. The chest that the Prince of Morocco opens.
19. Shylock was not allowed to take Antonio's ___
22. Venice and Belmont are cities in which country?
23. Who is Antonio?
24. The men who came to see Portia were called...
27. The Prince of ___ chose the silver chest.
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